Smith murder case:
No- leads, no suspects, nothing

By Gregg Zoroym—

_ Police have np saspects, no :Bnr;
zaf leads and no moklves In the case, .

Three weeks and twoe days have
gone by since young Gary Smith
visited his father's Ventura home on
ESmﬂn}r afternoon fo help mow the

Thie 12-year-uld bay. was the ﬂrsun
discover the bodies ol hisfather
prominent atiorney Lyman R. '.Sm!l'l.h.
4%, and stepmother Charlens, 33, who
hid bath bees beaten ta death (n thd'd
badmm_aLlhdr_mﬂﬂlﬁ hithilh

b
Tr.nlf[m week, four pallce Investie_ Ioed o0 other detectives in the inves wile went (o bed, Thursday night,

gators and & sergeant spent nearly m

__%ours ench over seven d.n:.s irylng Lo

__pﬂ:'n the case,

But since then; ln\'tal:!gnlur.t h-:i\hr
been worklag clozer to an eighi-hour-
n-gny, [iveday-a-week wock week,

Ome of the deteclives, Dick Hees,
regarded by many pollce offlcials as
oma of the best defeclives,-i- not-the
beat, [n the Ventura Paolice Depart-
ment, has [eft for an Investipative

than with the Dlstelel Attarney’s
TetTieAT whetier he

will be sble to centine Lo Investigate
the Smith case from that depariment.
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Hgalive biresn:

Smith case
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thy, the adrenal gland secreles ad-

renalin and adrena

mones inlo the blsodstredm —

{lght or Dight hormen

1 cortical Hor-
the
&8 — ot tirmez of

stress. :
"In that sertof sihwstion; hormones

would be secreted in

ints the bloodstream,’

large quantitics

"said Dr. Ron-

ald Kornblum, Venlura Counly 'Mtdi
el Examiner Coroner, explaining the

process. “These (rea

ctions) are part

of the aputonomic nervous system, It
Jhappens whether you want it to or

naL

"Pre-mmahl;.r fwhen semeone has
died under stress) the gland has
; becanse it had excreted all of

ts centents’ into the bloodstream,”

“said Kormblam.

The Smitha” adrennl g]mlin Jndlcut—

ad Smith and his

wife were not

~terrified. that they did not suffer, but .
died instantly, authorities said.

Komblum stresses

-that=such-evi—

dence-is.not conclusive. The gland is
too small and varcies too' much in size
rmm one peraon ln amiher for preci--

A Butmnﬂnm ELi.ﬂ.
iy 2 along with
cppinion. But i would

elpful, he said.
your subfective
have to Temain

“thot, auggestive, speculative.

thme, -

'I}etﬁ:h'l.'e! on the Sl'rlilh case have
ul I more than 220 hours of over-
e Interviewlng more than 100 peo”

pler - -

“Any kind of a complicated erime
Investigztion can be [rustrating, How-
ever, we're Stll upumhtln 4hat we'll
solve the case,” sald Capt. Paul
Lydick, head of investigation,

"Usually, I you have a clear-cut
metive in the caze, that will lead fo I
nipect or SUspec ts. But in the a
zence- of :hut It fust mﬂ:t.! it thal.
much mieTs it

were d.

March 13, they set the slarm for na

early hour, because F dny Smith

had an 1 irntment sl hizNaw fion of
= th & Drescher In Santa
- Fnuh

Sometime during the night someene
Into the house withou: force, took

lag from near the Iirm]:te, and in
{he darkncas ‘allpptd Into "the” Bed-
room whers the counle wera sleeping.
It tnu‘n ur&gﬂme hiow to the head of
large beca n*wmd ta

Hothlng was-tsken. e Aehsust
Athere waa no mutilation of the h-o-il!l-us

miiestation F
‘M"rﬁfﬂjmﬂm Lha uict[ﬁu were,

.Im.urd[ng to sources, ‘the aulbop
Indicated | ln.’ll.i.lll.:,q’tur. the couple's-

hands were bound afler they dled.
Hewever, [t [3 no longer clear wheth-
er the Bladlng océurred before o
after denth. " . .
But - there 5 evidence that Smith
md his wils probably dled Instantly,
orities say thatn rearly ave
vyl n homiclde; twe medical--
unmlnlr'l:nmu!r searches for one
small buman organ that ean give
same Iindjclilin:n. of the emotlonal
state of the vietim at the tlme n!-
death — ihe adrenal gland, .
Aceording to Dr. Peter Speth, &
alstant county medlfalszar
oner, this case was no exception. ‘
h "emall, flesh .gland, about the-
sire of 1 halfs rﬂmnﬂuhﬂi
- mnpq;n AT, Col £

Cﬁl-‘





