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By Gregg Eﬂmra

Yentura police- detecti:.ra mn'anued
problag the deaths of attorney Lyman
R. Smith, 43 and hisiwilfe Charlene,
33, tﬂdnr.-htlt—wam.-nfhring-m now.
information aboat what had: hippaud

sor-whys

The two were found, ‘nludgmntd to
death, n the bedroom of their hillside
home In the Clearpolhit area of ‘Iﬁ:nLu
ra Sunday. - .

Investigators were especially close-
‘motthed abont: hnw the- Hl'llrﬁgsl Firas

IT
#huﬂr aufopsy cmﬂucl.-td Mon-
day at County General Hospital, Ven-
turn, confirmed that-both had died as
Lt;n resgit ﬁ&1¢wa to the head by o
unt abject. Ventura I'.'!-unlrt;r_Hut
Examiner-Coroner Dr. Ronald I-tn:%

blum-estimated the. time.of death for

b At A Ty
nlght or Fﬂdn:.r m

T'me vary qp!:l.mLuﬁr th:rt—m: mng_
solve the case. We hive no Teuspects,
We have no motive in'the case yet.
TS JUst Under-active Tnvestigation,
snld Capt. Panl Gydiek.-— -~
!EH‘I'. ?E:tmd.ﬂl b1 o
2 ‘bloody bodics of his
Iather-and steprmother in . their hed.
room Sunday afternoen, and then
_calmly polified authoritiss, sspmed to.
be handling the crisis well Monday
‘Ii"ll'i'l'llﬂg
"“We talked about it nnd he gots it
all out and I think he's going to do
—Eﬂﬂ“h E'-“-..t.ll_hi hh“mnthﬂ—’ﬂmjmr

2 4

Gary missed school Menday, bt
will prnhahl:r atfend class teday, his
mother sald,

Predicting that things may get
warse a3 o memarinl service for the
hﬁ:.r'a father draws closer — it's

Eanta Paula Eplscopa Eﬂumh Ms,
Smith remained confident bl:r':nn
would Be fine,

|n slayj ; :

"L’anfum{'mnty.:'ar "3*'* '-‘E 14 %0

“He's really a level-headed kid, "™
she snfd, "He doesn't keep an

inside. -That's important. But he

doesn't dwell on It, either. "
_ Nelghbors around the Siniths' ex-

penslve Clearpoint home wepe 8- bil

skittiah Menday n \‘Hhtm they ennsid-
BLtal o M L TR T
thalr own lives

*I'm -sure- 1!3 not gulng ts make
sleeping too easy,” one- rmen_sald,
after asl-:inf that he not be Identitied.
“'Whal_really, unnerves me iz that I

figure—in —mu—wdgrbu?ﬁuﬂ%nm"u
enough_homes (wi people) obsery-

ing I:Iﬂ‘.lEl"h_D‘l!‘l!‘l’l"_‘i',_it surprisesme-that
this kind of thing could-have-oe-
enrredltt

youHve,' sald Susan Pelresco, whose
home overlooks the Smith residence.
Ik mmtbnd}' s golng to come and get
you, thu;.r re’going Lo come and get
yOu.

H.'Ith:-ugh ahe said she is 'I'Lﬂi really
frightened-that=the-slayl rred
so clode by, Mrs. Fetresco sald, “We
probably” wilk- be® h:nﬂu{g the duﬂr
locked anyway, just to keep It snfe.”

Safme nelghbors apﬁ'_‘lﬂlﬂ.h‘.‘d as oth-
.£rs have, that Smith's death ma ht
related to-his wid&aglmd activi
‘eivic-affairs=A-leading -:mhdil:falt-fnr
appalntment fo one of two vacancies
on the Superis® Court, Smith was also
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‘He_ was_very. %Iet.’: .sald Jmn
“Taylor, who; “with-her- husband-
lives just: Below the Smith realde

on High Point Drlve. , - .0 o0k =
 inasaal 'nchr:m T]:nﬁ'-
whm Smiths wers lﬂ.ﬁb:m
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Paula law flrm 'of Romney, Smith &

Imrnri, although Mrs. 'l‘a]}lﬂr can re-

Tnémber an _eérle feeling when her

Tige-dog . Saxon woke her at 2 p.m.
day and led her out the back door.

F
—He we sin the side; gate
‘?ﬁ: h "homie) -and  just
around. Hu didn't bark and
Ihm wast't & -sound around,’” anhi
~Mrs. Taylge, =
Tt was kind of a: :::ar'_i.r felﬂ:.r," she
sald of the whole alfalr.
" “It's comforting to heve Saxon
B Eacll o e L | nylf.:-r as‘h‘ed nis
it Tk

t-Oave-poin.
The executor of Smith's will-[5 his
“law partner, Phil I}n:s‘nhur Drescher

—ill=ha
under the direction of the Hubert A.
Stetler Funera]l Home. e

The mood at many businesses an:t
-gavernment offlces turned toward the
rl.'lla‘ ll.l:."iﬂﬁ:_l'&'l’ﬂnﬂaf At the noon
anto—Faula-Totary,
L_whlnh Smith-wns 8 member and
pi::t president, the mood was particu-
mr!:.r somber. .
Tn-n short address.- neknowledgin
—Smll:h s-untimely dealh;-prealdent El--
bart “Eb" Tate “said nnmlrlf I
pared him, ag chlef Ectarlan, for the
sudden shock of losing.a fellow mern-

“her,
= YT do_not know what Lyman would
wlﬂ'lm o do in (his sltoation,"" Tate-
“said ¥ the dozens of other members
_present..'] can only rely on my own
Hef that our teske and Finekliona
rnlut continue. Although'our raga-and
griel may be concealed, the resimp-
=t o0l our.wa .

yi-le-aw
Nﬂ!l"d and no dI!I'!B]:rEEl i
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probing the deaths of sttorney Lyman
f: Smith,~43, and his wife Charlene,
13 today bt ware—_offering 10 new.
lntnrmnlln-n about what had hippensd

~whv;:

The two were found, bludgeoned to
death, in the bedroom of their hillside
home in the Clearpolht area of Ventu-
ra Sunday. - .

Investigators were especially close-
monthed dbout—how™ the- ]'HH!-"EE! fR=

curred,

A T=nonr -autopsy cnnduv:l'.-:d Won-
day at Cotinty General Hospital, Ven-
tira~confirmed- that-both-had died-as
the result of blows to the nead by 'a
biunt nhjttL Yentura Coun J'-'Iad al
Examiner-Coroner Dr. Hona
blum-estimated tha time.of dul‘h for
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night or Frida:.r morning:

SIme ‘-’é‘fruﬂptil:nll-ﬂn_lh:tt:wc may.
solve the case. We hhwe no’suspects,
We have no motive in.the case yet,

“IUE it ander hetive [nmti;gatmrr,"
gald Capt, Paul-Lydick, - ~—
—welveyearald G

err— b e
first fimnd the bloody bodies of his

father-and ste in- their bed-
room Sunday afterncoon, and then
_calmly potified authortics,

Sremed Lo
be handling the crisis well Monday
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"We talked about It and he gets it

all out and I think he's geing to do
- 3 d-hls-mother,-Marjorie

Smith. ;
Gary missed school Monday, GOU
will probably” attend i.‘].El.!!. teday, his
mother said. E
Predicting that lhing{a may gel
worse a3 a memorial secvice for the
boy's [ather draws closer =— [t's
Santa Pauls Epl.il:ﬂ‘,:rﬂi Church — Ma,
Smith remained confident herzon
would Be fine,
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“He's: really a level-headed kid,"™
she sald. ""He deesn't keep anything
inalde. -That's important.
docen’t doeell on i, either.'). .

Nelghbors around the Siniths' ex-
penalve Clearpoint home: wepe. & htL
skittish. Monday, nightns th
“EreR TR IO YiblErice iad come m
thalr own Hives. ¥

“I'm-sure it's-not going te make
sleeping oo ensy," one man, aald,
after asking that he not be 5|iEentl]|.1fhidI
"What really. unnerves me is tha
Fipre—in-th borfiood—there's
enough _homes (with.p people) obsery-
ing other homes;it surprises me that
thia kind of thing p:uull:l. hﬁve oe-
curred.
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yion dive," =ald Susan Petresco, whose
home overlooks the Smith residence.
“If somebody’s ‘golng to come and get
you,-they're going to.come and get

}”:u e
Although she said she is ot :rr:nJl:r
“WE

-irightencd - that-the-alnying-sccurred
w0 close by, Mrs. Petresco said,
probably” Wil be" Heeﬂlng the” door
locked a.n:.ma{hjuat to keep it safe.”
Satme nelgh ted, as oth-
.ors have, that Smith's death may ht:
related to-his widespread activity in
-civic-affairas=A- -eandidate-for
appointment :u one of two vacancies
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Hut he-

Immd, nlu-.uug‘h Mrs. Tlilnr canh re-
Tnember an_eerle feeling when her
rk'ﬁfn-dng ‘Saxon woke her at 2 o.m.
ay and led hér out the Back door..
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ey “the “Sm humz} and just
looked around. He didn't bark and
ﬁm wnm'r. & sound around,” sl'ld
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“wife-al-Hiepoint-
~The executdr of Smith's will s hls
“la% pertner, Phil Drescher. Drescher
“pald—the—memorlal—serice—wlil—be.
under the direction of the Fobert A
‘Stetler Fineral Home, -
The mood at many businesses tl'ld
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rutal slayings Monday. Al the b
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which Smith-was 8 member an
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sudden shock of losing.a Fellow merh-
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— U1 do not know what Lyman would
“wizh us to do in this sltuation,' Tate-
“sald e the dozens of other members
_present. "I can -:ln _rely cn my own
Yel that our “and” funckions
:nuu.t continue. Mthnugh our rage and
rief may be eoncealad, the resump-
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