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A ‘pmminml.' ALGIMEY AN TiE wile
were found alain Sunday in the bed-
room of thelr expensive Ventura hill-
alde home, where they had apparent:
Iy been bludgeoned o death . more
than two days earlisr, =7 '

Lyman R. Smith, 43, believed to be
a leading candldate for appointment
to one of two vacanetes on IE Superi-
or Court, and hls wife, Charlene, 13,
were found Just after 2 p.m. Sunday
by Smith's 1%year-old 3o, Gary, who
had come over Lo the house to mbw
his father's lawn, accerding te
Smith's ex-wife, Marjorie.

The boy, who lives with hissather
nbout one-halfl mile from Smith's
Clearpolnt home, went Info the bed-
room and found his {ather Izing face
down In bed, she =zaid. e boy's
stepmother was lying [ace up next to
Smith, though she was covered with &
sheet dr blanket, sources said. Both
had been beaten about the head with
a club-type instrument, police said,

A log, possibly used Lo kI the
couple, was found Iying on the bed,
sources sald. Investigators, however,
would confirm only (hatl n log_was
found in the bedroom. and said they
did not know if it 15 the muorder
weapon.

Smith, gghose legal practice was
headquariered in Santa Paula. where
he was aclve in civic aflairs., was
Iucng i pmminml figure In the coun-

oeratic Martyiea
;rjorle Smith told the Star. Frrt
P'ra that her ex-husband's house
hiad been ransacked and & Ledesom—
alarm clock, sct for early morning,
was slill ringing when Ga-r:. :ntnrtd
theunlooked house, -

_ong of his Inw partners, said. '

ently was no burgliry. He gald
were no aigns that either a rlrnﬁ
had taken place or thal someone
broken into the horne.

Adkinson said Investigstors do not’
believe Lthe home was burglarized. He

- sald they are Investigating the deaths

a3 a double siaying.

The scene was apparently bloody
and Gary tried to call his mother.
When she did not answer, he called

lice, who arrived at Lhe home, 573

h Point Drive, aboal 2:15 pum.

The arco was quickly sealed off by

‘palice until a search warrant coald be

obtalned from Superior Court Judge
Marvin H. Lawis, a (riend of the
Smiths. who lives just up the street
frcTI"r:!lJ"be couple.

e WErE No S in custed
a3 of this menﬂmmﬂu wnﬂiﬁ
not speculate on & possible motlve for
the slayings,

Two gardeners; who were working
at the house when Gary arrived, were
questioned by pnllce. but are not
considered suspects, investigators
said.

According to neighbors and [riends,
Mrs. Smith was last seen alive Thurs-
day night in [ront of her house.
Smith, a member of the Santa Paula
dirm of Homney., Smith & Drescher.
wag al work Thursday, bul did not
call in the next dny, Phil Drescher,

Smith missed an nppnrntmtnt I-‘ri
day, but others in the office covered
for him, Drrescher said. They ligured
he had taken on another assignment
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[Eis0?  course, it was preity true,” she-said.
. Whils “police: were wailing lor the

Csearch warrant, Smifh's daughter
rode up to the home ona Moped. She
was crylng and had to be comforted
by efficera.

Police went inio the home abail-

withouk telling tham. i
“We didn't think that much ef it

‘because it was just one appaintment —g:25 pom after receivin Ui Warrent.

Friday,” he sail.”"He was out of the Disirict Attorney Michiel D. Bradbu-

elfice a lol recently.”

Smith's former wife, who also has
custody of their other two children,

ry. was. atthe shome; when olficers.

went inside, but he did net entor the -

house, . ) - 1
Friends and collengues "oXprossio

Jenny, 36, and_Jay 13 sakl S3mith o e mraneraaot the killings: They— f

waually talked to the beys and his

daughler at least once § week. praised Smith as one ¢l the county’s

cutstanding attorneys

.that his naree had been sobmife

“Tie didn’t call on the weekend and
e fipared mayhe hie Wis on AXrip.oF
something,"" Ms. Smith said. -

elghbors soid they, thought iL was
strenpe that both of the Smitfis® cara

*He was a highly competent attor-
ney," said-Drescher. “"He was: unk-
formly repected by Hs peers, and he
was uniformPy liked, He was.a terrif-
iz nred copable puy.” -

_were_in frent_of thelr home Feiday,  Smith, o former depuby diatriel
bl said they did nel hear or sec. pltorney, wos one of four atlorneys
anything unusual late Thursday.. or  whose names have beén submitted by
early. Friday, when the couple 15. the governer to Lhe Flate Har for
belkeved fo have boon killed. evaluaticn in conncetion with n possi
Lowls said he went over to Smith's- ble appoinkment 6 ane of two vacar- -
‘house-Friday-evening-to-talk- to-Him—eies-on the-Supsrisr-Lonrl-— - ———r

ahout the pending Superlor Cour} ‘The other thrze atiormeys w
ppointmen L.no_answ mes_have heen_submitied_are As.
when he knocked on the door, He said  sistant Publlc Defender Hen Cleaver,

he called on the phoneowhen he got
home, but nghin got no finswer

An autepzy was scheduled for Loday
to determine the.cause and probable
'w{:;ﬂdeﬁ_!l{'] i uﬂ =
_ M5 Smith learncd o L
when she drove to Smith's House to
see Il Gary was mowing the lawn and
“eaw dezens of police cars outside the .

Bill Peck of Ventorn and Ventura
City Counellman Ronakl Harcinglon,
* Drescher, who knew Smith for 17
_years, said his partner had aniexcel-.
jent chance-at belng -sppointed to ke

the slayings bench. .

“liany way you cot i, Lyman had ta
got one of them,”” Drescher £aid.

Lawls,’ who-learned “of “the-killings-

e e wors, 30, &by the Smith house on &

wher e and nls_ wife, Clalee Tdrove
St sheaping trip”
shortly- after police arrived, sald he
wns stunne : H £

“He was an excellent attorney.”
Lewls said of Smith. "He was some-
one whe never lost -hls temper, He
had good judgment and an ability to
gebalong. withhpeople Arain 35 -

Mrs, Lewis, who used 1o work with
Mra. Smith when both of them were
legal secretariés—in the Municipal
Coart, said she had lunch-Thursday.
with Mry. Smith, who was in good
spirita. '
— S he—was-really enjoying -her-new-

*fob,’* Mrs. Lewis sald. “'She -was

really up and everything “wis going
[wall) for-her.”! ’ t

Mrs, Smith had just Begun a new:
fob in hame decorating, Mra.- Lewis
sakd.

Superior Court Judge Steven Stone,
A faemer low  pnrclner 0o
Smith's clozcat friends, could not
believe Smith was dend, :

“I am ceally stunned and shocked,"
Slene =zald. “Although ['ve 3fen a

‘“Lﬂttﬂmeywtf&fﬂundﬂﬂurﬁde red-

nimber:of horrible crimes In my
-cottrtroom . -it-hits-you-Hardiér-when
you're clese to the victim, and 1. wos
very clgze bo him, .- 00—
Stone sald he 1nst talked withrSmith
aboat-Wednesday “aof Iast week. He
said the pending judicial appolntment
was dlscussed. - -

“ife waa very. plensed apd

PRY

by
the governor,'" Stane sald, bk
© "Lyman.was highly thought ol by
the beach, Bar and clients,” he sdd-
“ed. “He wad-g-genuine credit-fo-hla’
rokesalo

F i, Heo.wns a-ramatkanlys
able lawyer—It's a remlloss to the

sy m—
= S p—

JepaloomrminiyT
FEdwin F. Beaeh,-a former law
partner of Smith's fnd now an appol-

IhEekEd By mews of Smith'sdeath, N
«Pm-gtunned,” Beach soid. "'1t'a n
teagic 10ss to the professlon. He wes

an-excollent-atlerney. wha cotld han-

Mg many dillerent kinds ol Iﬁm?"‘““_s. =
Smith was born in Pocatello, ldaho,

4n _April 7, 1936, He recelved his law
ejre

“dejres from B ol
“Calfarnis, nnd joimed  the Ventdra
County District Attarnoy's Office as'a
lnw clork’ In‘Cetober 1961, Al
After. passing the Statz Bar exam,
Smith becagne a'depuly district attar-
ney.in Junuary 1902, He stayed with
the office-until-Octobgr 1063, when-he.
Jolned Store and Beach to form the
Santa Paula law fiom of Beach, Stone:
& Smith. Drescher jolned thém about
Mmm...‘m—rn—--—um

Eventually, Beach and Stone left to.
o on+t '

e et urinE ~wHEE 1S
Sorimeed ™ THETITE, LosTt g W hALE
today known. as-Romnéy, Smith -&
1] g et o B 7
He' was a-post’ secretary” of the

Venturn County Bar Association.
-&mjth. was. mapried to Macjorle
Smith-for 17 years belore they sepo-
rated In.1972. He and Charlene cele-
nniver=

E_I-E;E_ﬁt‘_ﬂ'&-':ii;:bﬂ.. :
- They lived alonein-thelr-Clearpoint:
home. Charlene Smith, had-nochil:

dren, X "
smith.was & focmer chalmrin of
the-Yentura-County_Demoeratic Cen-
tral Committee and former trusles of
the Santa Paula®™High School District.
He was president of the Santa Paula
Boys" Club ond the Santa: Paula
He was also.n fermer ownar of
,M;J:ﬁrh:k__lu; Lﬂﬁtiunn]_ﬁir_ll.nn o ets.-
w - was (el —te-ly—caltle—10-
Iﬁﬁ-fﬂﬁ-ﬂﬂﬂlpﬂﬂﬂml—zut-ﬁ"htﬂir
=it~

“He. had been a maraber ol the.

m{cﬂ-nu Club since 1971, "o
Services for e‘couple are pending.





